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Jessica L. Abbate (France)
Dr. Jessica Abbate is an Infectious Disease Ecologist whose research has focused  
on understanding the factors that drive disease dynamics and spatial distributions. 
She works as a Research Scientist and Innovation Business Developer with the 
small French geospatial information technology company Geomatys. She also 
is a Senior Epidemiology Consultant for the Health Emergency Information 
and Risk Assessment division of the World Health Organization’s Office for 
Africa and Visiting Researcher in the French research unit TransVIHMI. She is a 
founding member of the Global Research and Analysis for Public Health (GRAPH) 
Network, a global multidisciplinary project aimed at building open tools and 
human capacity to improve analytics for public health worldwide.
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Kenneth Alexander (USA)
Kenneth A. Alexander, MD, PhD, is Chief of the Division of Infectious 
Diseases and Vice-Chair for Research at Nemours Children’s Hospital-Florida 
in Orlando, Florida. Dr. Alexander completed his medical training and earned 
his doctoral degree at the University of Washington School of Medicine in 
Seattle, Washington, before moving to Boston, Massachusetts, for his pediatric 
residency at Boston Children’s Hospital. He then completed subspecialty training 
in Pediatric Infectious Diseases at Duke University in Durham, North Carolina, 
where he served on the faculty for 10 years. Dr. Alexander served as Chief of 
Pediatric Infectious Diseases at the University of Chicago for 9 years before 
relocating to Nemours Children’s Hospital in 2014. 

Dr. Alexander’s clinical interests include neonatal infectious diseases and 
promoting immunization among underserved communities. Dr. Alexander has 
a research laboratory, where his research team studies human papillomaviruses 
and Zika viruses.
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Eng Eong Ooi (Singapore)
Eng Eong Ooi, BMBS, PhD, FRCPath, is Professor, Program in Emerging Infectious 
Diseases, at Duke-NUS Medical School. He also is Professor at Saw Swee Hock 
School of Public Health, National University of Singapore; Co-Director, Viral Research 
and Experimental Medicine Centre, SingHealth Duke-NUS Academic Medical 
Centre; and Director, Global Dengue and Aedes-Transmitted Diseases Consortium.

Eng Eong Ooi trained in medicine at the University of Nottingham and completed 
his PhD studies on molecular epidemiology at the National University of Singapore. 
His research interests include dengue pathogenesis and host response to virus 
infection and vaccination. His laboratory integrates clinical studies with basic virology  
and immunology to address specific research questions. He is a three-time recipient 
of the Clinician-Scientist (Senior Investigator) Award by the National Medical 
Research Council of Singapore. He is a member of the Scientific Advisory Board of 
Science Translational Medicine and an editorial board member of PLoS Biology.

Jesús Felipe González Roldan (Mexico)
Jesús Felipe González Roldan is a surgeon from the Faculty of Medicine of the National 
Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM). He completed Master’s studies in Public 
Administration at the Center for Economic Research and Teaching (CIDE) and has a 
Master’s degree in Hospital Management from the University of Alcalá de Henares 
in Spain. He is a Public Health Specialist certified by the National Public Health Council.

He has performed and completed courses in the areas of prevention and health 
promotion and health regulation and has promoted public policies for the prevention 
and control of different diseases.

He teaches in the Department of Public Health and Epidemiology at the Universidad 
Anahuac Norte de México.

He is currently President of the Mexican Society of Public Health AC and is a member 
of the governing body of the World Federation of Public Health Societies based in 
Geneva, Switzerland, representing the American continent.

From 2013-2018, he held the position of General Director of the National Center 
for Preventive Programs and Disease Control (CENAPRECE) of the Ministry of 
Health, where he was responsible for the National Program for the Prevention and 
Control of Vector-borne Diseases.

He has also been Director General of Epidemiology (2012-2013) at the Ministry 
of Health, Deputy Director General of Preventive Programs at CENAPRECE 
(2011-2012), and Director of Health Control of Advertising (1995-2000) at the 
Undersecretary of Regulation and Health Promotion (today Cofepris).
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Tikki Elka Pangestu (Singapore)
Professor Tikki Elka Pangestu is an Indonesian citizen and is presently Visiting 
Professor, Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine, National University of Singapore. He 
was previously Visiting Professor, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National 
University of Singapore (2012-2020) and Director, Research Policy & Cooperation, 
World Health Organization (WHO), Geneva, Switzerland (1999-2012). Prior to 
joining WHO, he was Professor of Biomedical Sciences, Institute of Postgraduate 
Studies & Research, University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (1989-1999) 
and Lecturer/Associate Professor, Department of Microbiology, Faculty of Medicine, 
University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (1977-1989). He was Co-Director 
of the WHO Collaborating Centre for Dengue & Dengue Haemorrhagic Fever at 
the University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (1982-1995). He holds a PhD 
in Immunology-Microbiology from the Australian National University, Canberra, 
Australia and is a Fellow of the Royal College of Pathologists (UK), Institute of 
Biology (UK), American Academy of Microbiology (USA), Academy of Medicine 
of Malaysia, and Academy of Sciences for the Developing World (TWAS). He has 
served as Chair of the Board of Directors, Asia Pacific Leaders Malaria Alliance 
(APLMA) and the Southeast Asia Community Observatory (SEACO), and is presently 
Co-Chair of the Asia Pacific Immunization Coalition (APIC). He has published >250 
scientific articles and 12 books and was lead author on several major WHO reports 
including the World Health Report 2013: Research for Universal Health Coverage 
(2013), Knowledge for Better Health (2004), and Genomics and World Health 
(2002). He has served as an independent consultant and board member of many 
organizations in the health sector, in public, NGO, and private sectors. 

Professor Pangestu has a recognisable profile as a public health expert both 
nationally and internationally. His research interests are in the epidemiology, 
pathogenesis, laboratory diagnosis, and prevention of infectious diseases, 
biosecurity and dual-use research, genomics and health, and in health research 
policy, health research systems, global health governance, development of 
research capabilities in developing countries, linkages between research and policy, 
vaccine confidence, and harm reduction approaches to mitigate health problems. 
He has >30 years of teaching experience at undergraduate and postgraduate levels 
in the fields of medical microbiology, immunology, global health policy and issues, 
and in evidence-informed policy development. He has supervised 20 Master’s 
degree and 10 PhD candidates.
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Angus Thomson (France)
Angus Thomson is Principal of Irimi, an organization concentrated on building 
public trust in public health programs, with a particular focus on immunization. He 
was consultant Senior Social Scientist for the Demand for Immunization team at 
UNICEF HQ, and is also Adjunct Clinical Professor, Department of Communication 
Studies & Global Health Communication Center, Indiana University School of 
Liberal Arts at IUPUI, USA. Dr. Thomson conceived and is currently spearheading 
the Vaccination Demand Observatory, a global UNICEF-led collaboration aiming 
to provide countries with a capacity strengthening package for social listening 
and engagement, initially focused on vaccine misinformation. He co-authored the 
Vaccine Misinformation Management Field Guide (12,000+ downloads) and the 
Vaccine Messaging Guide, and led the Digital Information Environment workstream 
of the Vaccination Demand Hub.

He is a technical expert on vaccine demand and uptake in UNICEF and frequently 
speaks with the media, including CNN, the BBC, and El Pais, on the subject.

As Lead, Vaccine Confidence and Coverage, Global Public Affairs at Sanofi Pasteur, 
Dr. Thomson previously developed a global program of research, development, 
and implementation into vaccine confidence and uptake. Through collaborations 
with experts in the social, behavioural, and communication sciences, his team 
developed a suite of instruments to understand and measure attitudes to adult 
and HCP vaccination. He developed the AIMS mixed-learning behavior-centered 
IPC training program for healthcare professionals with Professor John Parrish-
Sprowl. Angus proposed a new framework for vaccination advocacy, which 
identified the need for more interdisciplinary collaboration, more evidence, and 
engagement in the public conversation. Having developed the 5As taxonomy of 
determinants of vaccination uptake, he has run national multi-stakeholder projects 
in Europe, Africa, and Latin America that aim to improve vaccination uptake. He 
also led an organisation-wide culture change initiative focused on more effective, 
coordinated stakeholder engagement.

Angus has published over 20 peer-reviewed opinion pieces, research papers, and 
book chapters on vaccine confidence and coverage, and co-edited an 18-paper 
Special Issue on Vaccine Confidence in Vaccine. He lectures on vaccine confidence 
for the VaxinLive Masters Program in Lyon, France, and is on the advisory council 
for the Vaccine Confidence Fund.   



Alhassane Touré (France)
Alhassane Touré is a Medical Doctor, Epidemiologist, and Consultant with 
the WHO health emergencies program. He has extensive experience with 
Ebola vaccine and worked on the Guinea “Ebola ça suffit trial” in 2015-2016, 
where he was a study field coordinator and later a co-principal investigator of a 
supplementary vaccine study to evaluate immunogenicity of the Ebola vaccine in 
Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) survivors contacts group. He also was the WHO lead 
for the ring vaccination pillar during the Ebola response in Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC) 2018-2021. He also led ring vaccination activities in the 9th, 10th, 
and 11th DRC EVD outbreaks and supported the ring vaccination commission for the 
latest EVD epidemics in Guinea and DRC.

Currently, he serves as Technical Officer at the WHO R&D Blueprint unit to 
contribute to the implementation of trials and coordination of preventive Ebola 
vaccination in Liberia, Sierra Leone, Cote d’Ivoire, Mali, Senegal, Guinea Bissau, and 
Guinea with the implementation of recommendations of the use of Ebola vaccines 
under the Expanded Access framework; he also continues to prepare guidelines for 
deployment of vaccines based on the Ebola experience and support/build capacity 
for COVID-19, other Ebola strains, Monkeypox, and Marburg vaccines R&D in 
Africa. Recently he has been deployed in Uganda to support the implementation 
of the ring vaccination trial to evaluate the candidate vaccines against Sudan Ebola 
virus disease.

Faculty biographiesTuesday, 
07 March 2023
Hybrid meeting



Copyright © 2023 Merck & Co., Inc., Rahway, NJ, USA and its affiliates.  
All rights reserved.  HQ-NON-00889   03/23   W4214545-5

Jules Millogo (USA)
Jules Millogo is a Public Health physician with more than 30 years of experience 
working in developing countries at national and international levels. He joined 
Merck Vaccines as Medical Director, Public Health Partnerships in August 2010. 
In this position he serves as Merck’s liaison with the World Health Organization 
(WHO) and supports Merck’s engagements with other global immunization 
stakeholders. Within Merck, Dr. Millogo informs the company’s vaccine 
implementation programs and WHO Prequalification of vaccines, as well as the 
clinical and manufacturing divisions on vaccine packaging and formulations and  
delivery technology suitable for low- and middle-income countries.

Prior to joining Merck, Dr. Millogo served for several years in John Snow, Inc., 
(JSI) a non-government organization, as Project Director of a $150 million US 
government funded global initiative to reduce the risk of medical transmission 
of HIV/AIDS. In this position Dr. Millogo led the development, managed country 
and international staff in 11 African and Caribbean countries, and oversaw the 
development of national policies, the supply and distribution of injection and 
healthcare waste management materials, and the training of health workers.   

Prior to joining JSI, Dr. Millogo worked at the World Health Organization in 
Geneva, Switzerland supporting immunization programs in numerous African 
and Asian countries and conducting injection practice assessments. Before joining 
WHO, he had worked in the Ministry of Health of Burkina Faso in various positions, 
from District Medical Officer to Director of the National Immunization Program, 
developing the national immunization policies and guidelines and implementing 
outbreak response to public health emergencies.

Dr. Millogo holds an MD from the University of Ouagadougou, and a Master of 
Science (MSc) in Epidemiology of Communicable Diseases from the London School 
of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, United Kingdom. He also received numerous 
technical and management trainings through various organizations, including the 
World Health Organization and the Japanese International Cooperation Agency.
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